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Introduction
I am sincerely grateful to the British Society for Gynaecological Endoscopy (BSGE) for supporting my fellowship at the National Cancer Center (NCC), Goyang, Republic of Korea, from July 2025 to July 2026.
NCC is one of the world's highest-volume ovarian cancer centres, treating over 500 ovarian cancer patients annually and recognised for expertise in advanced cytoreductive surgery, robotic surgery and hyperthermic intraperitoneal chemotherapy (HIPEC).
Under the supervision of Professor Myong Cheol Lim and Professor San-Yoon Park  my fellowship focused on the development of robotic ovarian cancer surgery, management of complex upper abdominal disease, integration of HIPEC into minimally invasive pathways, and participation in international clinical research.
Clinical Fellowship Experience
During the fellowship, I was fully integrated into the ovarian cancer multidisciplinary team, attending specialist clinics, multidisciplinary meetings, ward rounds and operating theatres. This provided comprehensive exposure to the management of advanced ovarian cancer from treatment planning to postoperative care.
A major focus was understanding how minimally invasive surgery can be applied safely to advanced ovarian cancer while maintaining complete cytoreduction. Through regular participation in robotic operating lists, I gained insight into patient selection, preoperative imaging assessment, operating room organisation, docking strategies and operative planning. During the final phase of the fellowship, I participated in approximately 30 robotic cytoreductive procedures combined with HIPEC.
The NCC programme demonstrated the value of multidisciplinary collaboration in managing complex disease. I observed and assisted procedures involving gynaecological oncology, upper gastrointestinal and thoracic surgical teams, including robotic splenectomy and cardiophrenic lymph node dissection. These experiences highlighted the importance of careful planning and coordinated decision-making when extending minimally invasive approaches to advanced disease.
I also gained practical experience in HIPEC delivery, including different catheter configurations tailored to disease distribution and patient anatomy. This provided valuable insight into the technical and organisational requirements necessary for safe implementation of HIPEC programmes.
LANCE Trial and Clinical Research
A particularly valuable aspect of the fellowship was involvement in the LANCE trial, an international study led by MD Anderson Cancer Center evaluating robotic interval cytoreductive surgery for advanced ovarian cancer.
From September 2025 until trial activation in 2026, I contributed to investigator meetings, site preparation and collaboration with international partners. I represented NCC in discussions regarding trial implementation and participated in the Site Initiation Visit (SIV) in May 2026.
This experience provided a detailed understanding of international surgical trial development, including regulatory processes, investigator training, surgical standardisation, quality assurance and prospective data collection.
In addition, I contributed to the KOV2R and KOV4 HIPEC trials, undertaking clinical data review, outcome analysis and preparation of research outputs. I also led studies investigating complications following complex cytoreductive surgery, including bowel ischaemia and outcomes associated with splenectomy in patients receiving PARP inhibitors which have been submitted for publication.
Academic Development
The fellowship complemented my ongoing PhD in advanced ovarian cancer and provided access to extensive clinical datasets, experienced investigators and international collaborations.
During the fellowship, I presented research at major international meetings, including a poster presentation at ASCO 2026 on HIPEC outcomes and oral presentations at the Korean Society of Gynecologic Oncology (KSGO) 2026, including findings from the KOV2R HIPEC trial.
Impact on Future NHS Practice
This fellowship has direct relevance to my  consultant practice at Gloucestershire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, where preparations are underway to recruit to the MIRRORS trial evaluating minimally invasive interval debulking surgery for advanced ovarian cancer.
The experience gained at NCC has provided practical insight into patient selection, robotic service organisation, multidisciplinary pathways and clinical trial delivery. My exposure to robotic HIPEC programmes will also support future service development as HIPEC becomes increasingly integrated into UK gynaecological oncology practice.
The knowledge gained will be disseminated through consultant and trainee education, regional meetings and ongoing development of robotic ovarian cancer pathways within the NHS.
Conclusion
This fellowship has significantly enhanced my surgical, academic and research experience. It provided advanced exposure to robotic ovarian cancer surgery and HIPEC while enabling active participation in international clinical trial development.
I am extremely grateful to the BSGE for supporting this opportunity. The skills, knowledge and collaborations gained at the National Cancer Center (NCC) will contribute to the advancement of ovarian cancer surgery, research and service development within the NHS, ultimately improving outcomes for women with advanced ovarian cancer.
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