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UNCONFIRMED Minutes of the BSGE Council Meeting

Held on Tuesday 18th May 2021 at 18:00 via Zoom

Present:

Justin Clark, President (JC) 
Andrew Kent, President elect (ASHK)
Fevzi Shakir, Honorary Treasurer (FS)
Kirana Arambage, Honorary Secretary (KAr)

Arvind Vashisht (AV)

Funlayo Odejinmi (FO)

Angus Thomson (AT) 
Karolina Afors (KAf)

Tom Smith Walker (TSW)
Zahid Khan (ZK)

Rebecca Mallick (RM)

Nadine di Donato (ND)
Gilly Macdonald (GM)

Caroline Bell (CB)

Angharad Jones (AJ)

Mikey Adamcyzk (MA)

Atia Khan (AK)
	1.
	Welcome & apologies for absence

	
	Apologies received from DG.  
JC welcomed Council members to the 3rd Virtual Council Meeting especially newly appointed members.

	2.
	Declaration of interests relating to agenda items

	
	None declared. 

	3.
	Declaration of any other urgent business

	
	JC declared five agenda items for the meeting.

	4.
	Minutes of BSGE Council meeting held on 23rd February 2021 via Zoom                   

	
	Minutes of the BSGE Council meeting held on 23rd February 2021 via Zoom were accepted as a true record and ratified.

	5.
	Actions arising from the minutes                                                                                              

	5.1
	Action log from BSGE Council meeting held on 23rd February 2021 via Zoom                                  

	
	· BSGE to liaise with RCOG to suggest redoing recovery document with an update to include doubling up of surgeons.
JC will raise this issue with the RCOG. This document is now less relevant as we move towards stage 3.

· AV, JC, TSW and Lucky Saraswat and Dominic Byrne to get together after the ASM to go through the dataset.
This has been actioned. AV has set up meeting in June for BSGE Endometriosis subcommittee to go through and discuss the dataset.

· JC reported he will share draft confidential version of the consent form.
JC will share and discuss the consent form with ND and CB outside of the meeting. Consent form is with the RCOG Task force.
· JC, KAr + committee and ASHK to get together to discuss open access funding.
This was related to Clinical Research Grants. It was agreed not to pay for open access funding. 

· CB will chase University of Bradford for updated nurse hysteroscopist programme for the BSGE to review.

This has been actioned.

· KAf to check with Mary whether the RCOG Hysteroscopy course is up and running.
This is actioned. RCOG Hysteroscopy lectures will run online on 27th May. BSGE are running the practical Hysteroscopy workshop on 25th & 26th May at the Karl Storz Training Centre in Slough.

KAf and ND will facilitate at the workshops one day each.

KAf asked JC to write a formal thank you letter to Mary Connor and Stephen Burrell in respect of their work for hysteroscopy course and also think of succession plan as Mary is retiring soon.
ACTION POINT: JC to write formal thank you letter to Mary Connor and Stephen Burrell.
· ZK to get members passwords changed after the ASM.
This is not actioned. ZK will arrange this after the BSGE Ambulatory Network Meeting.
It was agreed for AK to update the Meeting Action Point document and share with the Council members before the next Council meeting.

JC confirmed going forward Council members should submit reports for all Council meetings. It is mandated for Council meeting held before the ASM and in Autumn as it is difficult for newly elected Council members to submit for their first Council meeting.

	6.
	Sub-committee reports (accepted or discussed)

	
	Endometriosis Centre subcommittee report                                                                                

	
	AV report was accepted.
AV reported few members stepped up to join the BSGE Endometriosis subcommittee and he plans to discuss ongoing issues related to the dataset, refinements and research with them at the next meeting.

AV questioned plans of 2021 accreditation for BSGE Endometriosis Centres. This was discussed at the meeting. AV will take points to the subcommittee and discuss further and issue a statement.
AV reported there is a demand to provide Thoracic endometriosis service by lay members and BSGE members. AV plans to convene a meeting with interested members and report back to Council.
BSGE Endocentre database and commissioning of specialist services- ASHK reported he is on the CRG which is specialist commissioning with the NHSE who were planning on doing a QA exercise on Endometriosis Centres which was put on hold due to COVID. NHSE is going through a massive change for quality assurance. ASHK will contact the NHSE to find out future plans to visit BSGE Endometriosis Centres and update the Council.

ACTION POINT- ASHK to contact NHSE and update BSGE Council on future plans for Endometriosis Centres.

	
	BSGE SCOPE Editor and Membership relations subcommittee report                                    

	
	FO report was accepted.
FO reported links to winning abstract presentation are included in the new edition of The Scope. FO questioned if stories from patients could be included in The Scope. This was discussed and it was agreed to add patient stories to The Scope for educational purpose on topics like fibroids and endometriosis management. FO questioned if articles by the fibroid charity just like for the Endometriosis UK charity could be included in The Scope. This was discussed and it was agreed it was a good idea to include articles from other charities but not pressure groups. 
FO reported only 167 members responded to the survey. It was agreed to analyse the feedback received 

	
	Endometriosis CNS representative subcommittee report                                                        

	
	GM report was accepted.

	
	Laparoscopy training subcommittee report                                                                                

	
	DG report was accepted in her absence.
JC thanked and congratulated those involved in successful launch of BSGE RIGS HUB National Training programme. JC commented it was uplifting to see the pictures from the workshops with the trainees.
BSGE ASM 2022 ICC Birmingham- JC reported local organising committee had a meeting led by DG. Concept of face to face, virtual and hybrid meeting was discussed. DG will liaise with AK to take meeting forward. ZK reported he has looked into F2F meeting compared to hybrid meeting. BSGE should go against the trend and arrange F2F meeting with onsite delegates and pre-recorded international presentations. This was discussed further.
ASHK congratulated the team on success of BSGE Virtual ASM this year.       

ACTION POINT- JC and AT to take comments from the meeting to BSGE ASM 2022 Local Organising Committee and discuss further.                                                                          

	
	Information resources subcommittee report                                                                             

	
	RM report was accepted. 
JC thanked RM on her detailed report. RM reported Martin Hirsch is planning a thoracic endometriosis webinar in September and podcast should be set up by end of July. RM is also planning on revamping the BSGE website information resources page.

	
	Trainees representative subcommittee report

	
	MA and AJ report was accepted. 

	
	Nurse Hysteroscopist subcommittee report                                                                                

	
	CB report was accepted.
It was agreed to include a highest scoring audit from a University of Bradford student at the next Ambulatory Care Network meeting.

	
	JC reminded all Council members to submit their reports in the future. 

	7. 
	Agenda Items

	7.1
	Treasurer’s report

	
	FS reported BSGE membership stands at 1662. For the first time, BSGE has same number of consultants as trainees. BSGE ASM 2021 raised profit of around £102k. All pre-congress workshop made decent profit.
ASHK reported BSGE accounts off sets certain payments society has already made such payment to ICC Birmingham and Manchester Central for ASM 2022 and 2023.

AT reported the society received good number of sponsorship from industry but it may not be so generous in the future for virtual meetings. 

	7.2
	BSGE ASM 2021 update

	
	ZK shared feedback from industry which was mainly positive. Industry did complain about lack of engagement with the delegates but they also accepted BSGE Virtual ASM was far better compared to other virtual meetings they have attended. ZK also shared feedback from 397 ASM delegates. 
· 97% were very satisfied to somewhat satisfied. 
· 91% thought the virtual ASM was good value for money. 
· 96% were satisfied with the duration of the event. 
· 96% said the meeting met their educational needs. 
· 94% were satisfied with the virtual platform.
· 95% found it easy to navigate the virtual platform. 
· 89% found poster room above average to excellent.

· 72% prefer e-poster presentation to paper presentation. 
· 95% found on demand presentations in Auditorium 3 above average to excellent.
· 40% interacted with one or more exhibition booths during the ASM. 
· 82% rated the Exhibition Hall above average to excellent.
· 75% found pre-congress workshops above average to excellent.
· 40% preferred 2D environment compared to 22% who preferred 3D environment. 2D element was a last minute addition to the virtual platform. 

· 97% found access and navigate the environment easy to follow.

· 73% are likely to recommend this conference to a friend. 

· 92% found the booking process above average to excellent.
· 98% found communication from the BSGE Team prior to the ASM above average to excellent.

· 97% found customer service from the BSGE Team above average to excellent.

In individual feedbacks from delegates, ZK found very positive and complimentary feedback for AK.

JC thanked ZK for excellent and detailed feedback. BSGE Council thanked ZK and AK for their hard work for the ASM. ZK reminded Council members the ASM is now available on demand and the exhibition hall is still open.

	7.3
	Clinical Studies Group

	
	JC reported back in 2011 he was asked to set up clinical studies group for the BSGE on benign gynae to mirror RCOG CSG. CSG was recently chaired by Professor Jane Daniels and merged with AEPU. RCOG are now getting rid of the CSG but wish for it to remain in form. JC recently met Professor Ed Johnston representing the RCOG Research committee via zoom. As BSGE no longer has research portfolio, JC proposed a research working group for the BSGE led by an academic member. This was discussed at the meeting. It was agreed to maintain a BSGE research working group and carry on CSG work.
ACTION POINT- JC will draft a proposal for BSGE Research working group.

	7.4
	Adverse publicity and disclaimer for future BSGE meetings

	
	FS reported that for one the Gold sponsored lectures, pressure group from outpatient hysteroscopy picked up and translated wording from a speaker in a negative way and tweeted speakers video and uploaded it on the web. FS spoke to Evalian Ltd to seek advice if the BSGE has power to have removed from the web as the recording was made without permission. 
FS suggested adding disclaimer in future meetings to say BSGE meetings are for health care providers only and not for patients. This was discussed at the meeting. JC requested ZK to draft statement on etiquette of attending BSGE meetings and not misrepresenting the society. 
ACTION POINT- ZK to look at the BSGE Constitution and draft a statement on not misrepresenting the society in slanderous way.

ACTION POINT- ZK to contact Twitter to remove misrepresented ASM recording.
RM asked AK if the BSGE webinar is open to non BSGE members. This was confirmed by AK. Recording of the webinar is only available to BSGE members. 

	8.
	AOUB

	 
	· RCOG Congress 2022 - JC requested Council members to suggest 3 topics and speakers for the RCOG Congress 2022 for the BSGE stream. RCOG would like suggestions for theme plenary session too for the congress. 
ACTION POINT- Council members to submit suggestions for the BSGE stream and for main plenary for RCOG Congress 2022 to AK and JC to formally submit to the RCOG before 9th July.

· NICE Consultation of laparoscopic and hysteroscopic power morcellation for fibroids- JC thanked Council members who contributed to NICE Consultations of laparoscopic and hysteroscopic power morcellation for fibroids. JC submitted comments to NICE now. JC suspects that the recommendation for ‘special arrangements’ for those using hysteroscopic morcellation will be maintained given the ongoing concerns (triggered by laparoscopic power morcellation) of safety / cancer dissemination. This was an opportunity to inform BSGE members to sign up and use the BSGESICS which has a perfect audit tool for hysteroscopic myomectomy (including morcellation). The same is true for laparoscopic myomectomy.
ACTION POINT- JC to email BSGE members to sign up for the BSGE SICS once the report comes out from NICE on consultations of laparoscopic and hysteroscopic power morcellation for fibroids.
· Formal ASM committee- JC reminded BSGE Council members that the BSGE ASM is now big undertaking and it is important to prepare few years in advance. BSGE already confirmed venue and location for ASM 2022 and 2023.
ACTION POINT- AK to email JC and AT with expression of interest form for the ASM and also details of members of ASM working group who would make a decision on the venue.
· AAGL membership- ASHK reported the AAGL have raised the affiliation fee for each member substantially from U$10,000 to U$40,000+. ASHK has written to the AAGL with BSGE Officers views regarding value for money and now awaiting response. Member benefits are not substantial especially as relatively few members attend AAGL to benefit from reduced registration fees plus they can access JMIG for free through the RCOG.
· Meeting with RCOG- RCOG President, VP Workforce & Professionalism and VP for Education- JC reported he met with Eddie Morris Susan Ward and Jo Mountfield with DG to review training for the trainees. DG outlined the results of her survey regarding the realities of training and the impending loss of senior consultants with advanced surgical skills. DG presented the idea, reality, popularity and need for better training with BSGE RIGS Hubs training programme (Basic, Intermediate, Advanced). JC felt the RCOG are on the same page as the BSGE.  JC is now waiting to hear back from the RCOG on the review. This was discussed at the meeting.

	9.
	Date, time and venue of the next meeting

	
	BSGE Council meeting- 21st September 2021 at 18:30
BSGE Council meeting- 30th November 2021 at 18:30

BSGE Council Away Day- 27th February 2022 in the afternoon.


2

